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Washington’s University Prep Comes in 10th place at 
the Mock Trial National Competition! 

 The University Prep Mock Trial Team put on an amaz-
ing show at the state competition in March, taking first place for 
the first time in the school’s history.  The students were well 
prepared when they showed up at the Thurston County Court-
house and dazzled audiences with both their knowledge of the 
case and their ability to make it come alive through their repre-
sentation of characters and circumstances.   
 When they moved on to represent Washington at the 
national competition in Charlotte, NC their hard work and dedi-
cation won them 10th place overall and gave the rest of the 
nation a taste of the amazing things the youth of our state have 
to offer.   
  

Washington Takes It’s First Delegation 
to the Conference On National Affairs! 

 Five delegates from around the state are preparing to be ambassa-
dors for the state of Washington at this year’s YMCA Youth Conference On 
National Affairs (CONA).  Students from Youth & Government Programs 
around the nation will converge in Blue Ridge, NC to discuss current issues 
concerning our nation, as well as international topics.   
 The students participating are: 
  Alex Mech, Bellingham 
  Robert Baxter, Sammamish 
  Laura Zulliger, Seattle 
  Jon Medler, Stevenson 
  Quinn Tomlin, Walla Walla 
The conference is taking place from July 2—8, so keep your eyes and ears 
open for news on this exciting new program.  For more information on CONA 
you can check out our website at www.youthandgovernment.org.   

Jon Medler, Robert Baxter, and Quinn Tomlin 
prepare for CONA. 

University Prep accepts their State Champion trophy 



Board Update 

Lucy Helm*, Chair  
Starbucks Corporation 
 
Mike Egan*, Vice Chair  
Microsoft Corporation 
 
Jennifer Joly, Secretary  
Office of the Governor,  
Washington 
 
Sam Bovard, Treasurer  
Key Bank 
 
Joan Yoshitomi, Past Chair  
Office of Super Intendent of 
Public Instruction 
 
Pam Curtis*,  Past Chair  
Oregon Health & Science Uni-
versity; Pam Curtis & Associates 
Consulting 
 
Stuart Elway*  
Elway Research 
 
Enid Layes*  
Blue Skies  
 
Judge William Downing  
King County Superior Court 
 
 

Don Brevik  
YMCA of Tacoma 
 
David H. Smith  
Garvey Schubert Barer 
 
Garrison Kurtz*  
Foundation for Early Learning 
 
Tara O’Hanlon  
State Mock Trial Representative 
 
Joe Jenkins  
Youth Governor 
 
Bea Kelleigh  
Cedar River Group  
 
Gretchen Eickmeyer  
Capitol Theatre  
 
Steve Howland  
YMCA of the Lower Columbia 
Basin  
 
* ALUMNI OF THE YOUTH 
   AND GOVERNMENT  
   PROGRAM 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Enid is a respected Washington State 
government relations consultant with extensive 
background in association management, coali-
tion issue management, political education, 
and political advocacy.  She has worked with 
several statewide business associations, pri-
vate companies, and educational institutions – 
and has been a leader in collaborative efforts 
with organized labor, local governments, envi-
ronmental organizations, and state agencies.  
Enid is a veteran of dozens of policy debates, 
from health care reform and unemployment 
insurance to the growth management act and 
transportation funding. 

Combined with a strong commitment 
to the development of good public policy, Enid 
brings twenty-five years of experience and 
leadership to special interest groups who seek 
to fully understand the legislative process, de-
velop achievable public policy objectives, or 
become effective political advocates. 

She is currently President of Blue 
Skies, a consulting firm specializing in public 
policy facilitation and political education ser-
vices.   

                                    GOVERNOR’S CABINET RECEPTION 
 The 2005  Governor’s cabinet reception was held this year in the State Reception Room of the Legislative 
Building directly before the opening session of the 58th Youth Legislature.  This small gathering was an opportunity to 
recognize those program supporters that go above and beyond the call of duty to ensure that Youth & Government 
programs continue to reach the students of our state.  It also gave supporters a venue to meet youth leadership and 
to see, first hand, how their support is benefiting the lives of young people.   

Program Events 
YOUTH LEGISLATURE PROCLAMATION SIGNING 

 This year’s Governor’s Breakfast and Proclamation Signing, brought a record 
number of program participants, volunteers, and supporters to the Rotunda of the Leg-
islative building in February.  In addition to the signing of the proclamation by Governor 
Christine Gregoire, Youth Governor Joe Jenkins, and Secretary of State Sam Reed, 
both Governor Gregoire and Governor Jenkins inspired audiences with remarks about 
the importance of civic engagement and the opportunities that the Youth Legislature 
Program provides for the youth of Washington.   

Meet Our Board  

ENID LAYES 

Scott Washburn (COO of Greater Seattle YMCA), 
Youth Governor Joe Jenkins, and Jeanne Cushman 
(first female Youth Governor of Washington State) 

Enid Layes shaking hands with Secretary of State 
Sam Reed during the Proclamation Signing. 



Youth Legislature 
The 58th Session Is A Big Success 

THE DEBATE 
 As always, fantastic debate came from 
legislators in the House, Senate, and O’Brien 
House.  And the Lobbyists and Governor’s 
Cabinet members worked non-stop in order to 
get bills passed or failed.  Some of the heated 
topics on the minds of this year’s youth were: 
the Death Penalty, the domestication of Driver’s 
Education Programs, and WASL Requirements.  
Another issue that students lined up on during 
this session was the idea of political parties in 
the Youth & Government Program.  While one 
side argued that participating in parties is the 
only way to truly understand the political sys-
tem, the other side countered that they would 
like to take this unique opportunity to stand up 
for their individual ideals without having to align 
themselves with a rigid belief structure.    

BACK IN THE 
CAPITOL 

 The 58th 
Youth Legislative 
Session was one to 
remember.  The 
“ e x q u i s i t e 
beau ty”  (A l ina 
Kohnen, Capitol 
Capers) of the 
Legislative build-
ing helped to re-
mind students of 
the importance 
and seriousness 
of the tasks they 
were taking on, 
while the sounds of 
youth echoing off of 
the marble stairs 
invigorated the 
capitol staff and 
brought energy into 
the historic walls.  
  

59TH SESSION LEADERSHIP 
 

Governor—Addison Tice, Northshore 
Attorney General—Jon Medler, Stevenson 
Lt. Governor—Soren Wellman, Mt. View 

President Pro Temp—Josh Allen, Tacoma 
Speaker of the House—Hong-Ni Do, Metro 
Speaker Pro Temp—Sophie Vor, Heritage 

Secretary of State—Gabriella Schwarz, Lakeside 
Director of Elections—Amanda Garrett, Heritage 

CONGRADULATIONS TO  METRO, 
OUR 2005 OUTSTANDING 

DELEGATION!! 

Debate in the O’Brien House 

LEADERSHIP 
TRAINING 

  
 Students and advisors enjoyed a 
weekend of working hard, playing hard, 
and, in some cases, falling hard as they 
prepared for the 58th session.  During the 
weekend students worked with their re-
spective groups to learn about and prac-
tice their roles, organize their specific ar-

eas, and plan 
events  that 
would be held 
during session.  
The agenda 
also included a 
keynote presen-
tation by pro-
gram alumni 
and Board Vice 
C ha i r  M i k e 
Egan, a trip to 
the capitol cam-
pus, and some 
Hokey Pokey!  

Metro Delegation with Governor Christine Gregoire and  
Youth Governor Joe Jenkins 

Leadership students working  
together on the rink. 

THANK YOU TO 
OUR ADVISORS! 

 It is only with the amazing dedication of the staff 
and volunteer advisors that this program is possible.  It 
is their passion and energy that truly does bring about 
change in our communities.   

THE PAGE  
PROGRAM 

 And in the 
background, making 
it all possible are the 
8th and 9th grade 
pages.  Our page 
program is the fast-
est growing part of 
the Youth Legisla-
ture and includes some of the hardest working 
youth in Olympia.   

Pages from the MMEM Delegation 
stopping to pose for a picture. 



Mock Trial 
“Falling Dominoes” 

 

THE CASE 
 At first glance this year’s case may seem black and white, however, as students quickly discovered, it was 
filled with the foggy gray intricacies of time, intent, cause and effect.  The defendant, Whilsea “Wizard” Dwight, a 
member of a group of a magicians known as “the Dominoes”, is standing trial for the ice cold murder of a street per-
former that occurred five years ago.  The case has been resurfaced by Detective P.D. Dalgleish of the cold case 

squad, a dedicated public servant with financial difficulties threatening to make his depart-
ment disappear.  The stories of both the prosecution and defense are riddled with vanishing 
evidence and mystical mind games.  As they took on this case students had to ask hard 
questions such as: Is it acceptable to break the law in order to uphold it?  How do intent and 
cause and effect work together in placing blame?  In the end all of the dominoes lined up 
and students put on amazing performances!   

Attorney from Meridian question-
ing witnesses at the state competi-

DISTRICT  
COMPETITIONS 

 Competition was fierce as 
54 teams competed in 7 district 
events around the state.  Though 
they were all vying for the 20 cov-
eted state competition slots, they 
were all winners along the way. 

AWARDS BREAKFAST 
 For the majority of teams attending the State Championship, the Awards 
Breakfast is the grand finale of the Mock Trial Program each year.  After an intense 

weekend of trials, it is here that teams discover who will go on to 
the final Championship Round of the competition.  Before the 
big announcement, however, students this year had the opportu-
nity to hear an energizing keynote 
speech by Noah Davis, President of the 
Washington State Young Lawyers.  
Noah congratulated participants on their 
skills and encouraged students to con-
tinue their involvement in the law.  Also 
making an appearance at this year’s 
breakfast were Paula Olson and Bertha 
Fitzer of the Puget Sound Inns of Court, 
who awarded two students with scholar-
ships for the civility they demonstrated 
during the trials. 

Noah Davis, President of the 
 Washington Young Lawyers, speaking 

at the State Awards Breakfast 

COMPETITORS COMING TOGETHER 
 Washington is known nationally for its continuously strong 
showings at the national competition.  And, while much of this can 
be attributed to the hard work and dedication of the State Champion 
Team, credit also goes to other teams who step up and give them a 
helping hand.  During the program year University Prep, Franklin, 
and Seattle Prep are longstanding King County rivals, but once 
State is over, they work together for one goal – bringing the national 
title back to Washington. 
 For the second year in a row, after being defeated at the 
State Competition, students and coaches 
from Seattle start working on the national 

case in order to run scrim-
mages with the Champion-
ship Team so that they can 
be better prepared for the 
competition to come.  With 
the State Competition oc-
curring at the end of 
March, and Nationals 
being the first week in 
May, the Washington team has only one month to 
prepare and raise money for their trip.   

STATE CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
1. University Prep (Seattle) 

2. Fort Vancouver A Team 

3. Port Townsend High School 

4. Seattle Academy 

5. Seattle Prep 

6. Franklin High School (Seattle) 

7. Meadowdale High School (Everett) 

8. Fort Vancouver B Team 

9. Tri-Cities Prep 

10. Ridgefield High School (Vancouver) 

11. Southridge High School (Kennewick) 

12. Sehome High School (Bellingham) 

13. Central Kitsap High School 

14. River Academy High School (Spokane) 

15. Hudson’s Bay High School (Vancouver) 

16. Camas High School 

17. Meridian High School (Bellingham) 

18. Henry Foss High School (Tacoma) 

19. University High (Spokane) 

20. Richland High School  

Ben Friedlanter of University Prep, Best  
Witness in the Campionship Round. 

Fort Vancouver students awaiting 
their district results. 



YMCA Youth & Government 
Alumni Message  

Join Us In Supporting Washington’s Inaugural  
Delegation to the Conference On National Affairs! 

 
Total Gift:  $100 _____   $50  _____   $25  ______    Other  _____________ 
 
Name:  __________________________________________ 
        Clip and mail  to:   
Address: _________________________________________   
        YMCA Youth & Government 
City: ______________________ State: ____ Zip: _______   P.O. Box 193  
        Olympia, WA 98507 
Email: __________________________________________ 

 
Thank You! 

 

It was called the Youth Legislature when I participated twice during the early 1950s.  Memories of those experiences are still with me.   
 
Since I have spent most of the past four decades involved in the public policy arena, there is a "chicken & egg" question:  Was my participation 
in the Youth Legislature a significant motivation to pursue a public career, or was I already inclined toward that direction, so that attending the 
Youth Legislature became just a natural next step? 
 
Regardless, the experiences gained from participation in the Youth Legislature were deeply meaningful.  Learning to network and collaborate 
with new acquaintances made the transition easier from the school environment to the real world.  
 
Four of us (from Olympia, Renton, Walla Walla and Clover Park high schools) developed a friendship through learning parliamentary skills 
and political strategies to accomplish the passage or defeat of legislation.  "Defeat" of your proposal is not failure.  The legislative process only 
fails when a wide range of ideas are not considered.  Sometimes "defeat" is the best public policy result. 
 
All four of us went on to have extensive careers influencing the public policy process.  One was elected to different public offices many times. 
 
To find an idea for legislation I sought out a local legislator who latter became the Attorney General.  He coached me on a tax issue to benefit 
schools.  At that time a tax measure was an unusual issue for the Youth Legislature.  During our Session I was visited by then current Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction Pearl Wannamaker, who was curious about "my bill." 
 
There is also a social aspect to the Youth Legislature.  In that era, I was one of the few student representatives that drove to Olympia.  So I 
drove our Youth Governor and our escorts to the Governor's Ball at the old Olympia recreation hall on 4th Avenue where the Olympian news-
paper is currently published.  His escort for the evening was the daughter of Governor Arthur Langlie.  When we returned to the Mansion we 
found the front door was locked.  No State Patrol officers guarded the Mansion as they do now.  There we were, throwing stones at an upper 
window trying to wake her brother, when her mother opened the front door.  She was gracious; we were petrified. 
 
Current Youth & Government sessions also build lasting and meaningful friendships. 
 
Regardless of whether you choose public service, you will, because of the Youth & Government experience, be better prepared to assist and 
influence the communities in which you live and work.  

Jim Bricker, Alumni 1952 Clover Park High School 
(PEMCO Financial Services, Government Affairs) 



 

Janelle Nesbit, Executive Director 
youthandgovexec@qwest.net 

 
Sarah Rosenthal, Program Coordinator 

youthandgovpdir@qwest.net 
 

YMCA Youth & Government 
P.O. Box 193 

Olympia, WA 98507 
 

Phone: (360) 357-3475 
Fax: (360) 753-4615 

 
www.youthandgovernment.org 
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uestions? G
ive us a call! 

W
e’d love to hear from

 you! 

Democracy must be learned by each generation! 


